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About the Dawoodi Bohra Community 
The Dawoodi Bohras are a Shia Muslim community of the Tayyebi Mustalian branch of the 

Ismailis, who trace their religious and literary heritage to the Fatimid caliph-imams of North 

Africa and Egypt. Mostly indigenous Indians, their ancestors converted to Islam at the hands of 

Fatimid missionaries in the latter half of the eleventh century  

By the turn of the 21st century, the Bohra community saw largest settlements in Mumbai, Surat, 

Ahmedabad, Ujjain, Jamnagar, Indore, Dohad, Nagpur, Udaipur, Rajkot, Pune, Kolkata, and 

Chennai, in India, as well as Karachi, in Pakistan— totaling 1,000,000 or thereabouts in South 

Asia. An indigenous Arab community of approximately 13,000 members resides in Yemen, and 

about 200,000 Bohra dwell in diaspora communities in various parts of the world including the 

USA, UK, the Gulf States, Pakistan, the Far East and Australia.  

“honest dealings,” and is extended to mean “merchant.” Many of the early Indian converts 

were of the merchant caste, and they continued to be called by their work-related name 

“Bohra.” Within the community, the Bohras refer to themselves as “Mumineen” (Believers) and 

to their religious institution as “Dawat Hadiyah” (The Rightly Guiding Mission) or “Fatemi 

Dawat” (The Fatimid Mission).  

Dawoodi Bohras believe in the Oneness of God, Muhammad PBUH as His Rasul (Messenger) and 

Ali SA as his Successor. In every age an Imam in the progeny of Muhammad and Ali guides’ 

Mumineen, and in the period of his seclusion, his Dai guides Mumineen on the right path. The 

Imam is said to be present by the hierarchy of Dawat: The Dai and his appointed Mazoon and 

Mukasir. 

At the end of the Fatimid rule in Egypt, the 21st Imam Tayyeb AS went into seclusion. After the 

seclusion followers of the Imam in Yemen and India were guided by the Dai al-Mutlaq who 

represents the Imam. The first 23 Dais were based in Yemen. The seat of the Dai and the 

headquarters moved to India in the 16th century. The first headquarters were in Ahmedabad 

and later moved to Jamnagar, Ujjain, Burhanpur, Surat and finally to Mumbai around the 1930’s 

at the time of the 51st Dai Syedna Taher SaifuddinRA, who established the official seat of the Dai 

at Malabar Hill called ‘Saify Mahal’.  

 

 



The 51st Dai, His Holiness Dr. Syedna Taher SaifuddinRA reigned for 53 years and his era saw 

rejuvenation in the community and unprecedented prosperity. Syedna Taher SaifuddinRA 

encouraged education for both men and women and achieved almost 100% literacy in the 

community. He constructed hundreds of madrasas and schools. He was an author of over 40 

Islamic Epistles in Arabic and over 10,000 verses of poetry in Arabic and Gujarati. He was 

awarded an honorary doctorate by Aligarh Muslim University and served as its unanimously 

elected chancellor for three consecutive terms until he passed away in 1965.  

Syedna Taher Saifuddin’sRA legacy was continued by his successor the 52nd Dai, His Holiness Dr. 

Syedna Mohammed BurhanuddinRA. Syedna BurhanuddinRA was also Syedna Taher Saifuddin’s 
RA Mazoon. Less than a month after Syedna Taher Saifuddin’sRA demise, Syedna Burhanuddin RA 

publicly appointed his younger brother His Holiness Syedna Khuzaima QutbuddinTUS as his 

Mazoon and privately anointed him as his successor. Syedna Burhanuddin RA continued his 

father’s legacy and led the community to further prosperity for 50 years. He was awarded an 

honorary doctorate by Al-Azhar University in Cairo, Aligarh Muslim University and University of 

Karachi. He also received many state honours. Syedna BurhanuddinRA led a drive to revive 

Fatimid architecture, renovating the 900 year-old Al-Anwar Mosque in Cairo and hundreds of 

mosques have been constructed in the Fatimid architectural spirit in his reign. Syedna 

Burhanuddin RA used to attract thousands of followers wherever he traveled and especially for 

his Muharram sermons. He passed away on the 17th of January 2014 at the age of 102. 

Hundreds of thousands of followers attended his funeral procession the following day. 

 

Succession to the late 52nd Dai Syedna BurhanuddinRA: Contradicting facts 
After the sad and tragic demise of our Beloved and revered Moula, Syedna Mohammad 

Burhanuddin SahebRA, 52nd Dai al-Mutlaq of the Dawoodi Bohra Community, Syedna Qutbuddin 

SahebTUS revealed that Syedna Burhanuddin SahebRA had anointed him as his successor on the 

10th of December 1965, when he also anointed him as Mazoon, the spiritual position second 

only to the Dai. 

However, in June 2011, Shehzada Mufaddal Bhaisaheb (second son of Syedna Burhanuddin 

SahebRA), his brothers and other family members, took advantage of a severe debilitating stroke 

that affected Syedna Burhanuddin SahebRA in London. He claimed that on June 4, 2011, three 

days after being admitted to the hospital, Syedna Burhanuddin SahebRA called his three sons, 

daughter, son-in-law and grandson, and sat up and repeatedly proclaimed his second son as his 

successor. In an effort to further this false claim and to create confusion in the community, 

Shehzada Mufaddal Bhaisaheb brought Syedna in a critical condition to Mumbai, 14 days later 

in an Air Ambulance plane. Thereafter a ceremony was also staged where thousands were 

present but Syedna RA could not speak clearly at this gathering due the effects of the stroke. In 



this ceremony, it was suggested by Dr. Moiz Bhaisaheb that SyednaRA had indeed appointed 

Shehzada Mufaddal Bhaisaheb as his successor. Thereafter many other claims of such 

appointment having been made have been put forward, none of which are believable.  

Syedna QutbuddinTUS did not challenge the false claims made by Shehzada Mufaddal Bhaisaheb 

as he had been asked to maintain his appointment in confidence by Syedna Burhanuddin 

SahebRA. He prayed and hoped that Syedna Burhanuddin SahebRA would recover and set the 

position right in the manner Syedna RA deemed appropriate. After the sad demise of Syedna 

Burhanuddin SahebRA, Syedna QutbuddinTUS has been in solemn prayer and has maintained the 

dignity of the 40 day period of mourning as per religious beliefs.  

 

Safeguarding the interests of the community: Syedna Qutbuddin’sTUS Vision  
The Dawoodi Bohra community has been synonymous with the liberal and pluralistic practice of 

Islam and has contributed positively to the social and economic landscape of India. In last few 

years as Syedna BurhanuddinRA was unwell his sons took control and have attempted to change 

the very fabric of the Dawoodi Bohras. The Community members are forced not to think, not to 

educate their daughters, not to send their children to university. They are also being told to 

publicly shame people who may have erred and to donate large amounts in money and kind 

without accountability. A community that has been integrated in the secular and pluralistic 

fabric of India for over a millennium is being driven in a very radical direction.  

Syedna QutbuddinTUS in the tradition of his predecessors Syedna Taher SaifuddinRA and Syedna 

Mohammed BurhanuddinRA is making all efforts to safeguard the true and forward looking 

identity of the Community. His predecessors, the 51st Dai and the 52nd Dai, have prepared him 

for this challenging time to lead the community.  He is steadfast in his commitment to his Imam 

and to each and every one of his community members who are his spiritual children.  

His Message to his community is: 

Moral Life 

 To uphold Shariat  

 To uphold the highest standards of morality 

 Respect and dignity for all members of the Community must be maintained 

 To strive to be helpful to all of God’s children. 
 

 

 

 



Education 

 Knowledge of the Quran and our Fatemi heritage is the source of eternal radiance and 
grace. 

 They should also strive to get the best possible secular education. 

 Women have and are encouraged to practice their right to education. 
 

Financial Issues: 

 Religious dues should be collected strictly in line with Shariat rules. 

 We should always be extremely concerned for the well-being of the less advantaged. 

 Our community should have a dynamic business outlook in this information age. 
 

For more information on Syedna Qutbuddin’s
TUS

  Vision for the Community please visit:  

http://fatemidawat.com/philosophy-vision/ and  

http://fatemidawat.com/philosophy-vision/guiding-principles/ 

For more information on Syedna Qutbuddin’sTUS  life and services for the community see: 

Golden Panorama: A Pictorial Commemoration of the life and service of Syedna QutbuddinTUS  – Ebook:  

http://fatemidawat.com/bayan/golden-panorama/ - (Hardcopy available upon request) 

http://fatemidawat.com/philosophy-vision/
http://fatemidawat.com/philosophy-vision/guiding-principles/
http://fatemidawat.com/bayan/golden-panorama/

